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Staff Introductions

Fr. Norbert Keliher, O.P., Chaplain
Harvard University 2010

Bernadette Sartor, Campus Minister
Christendom College 2014

Jacob Sebest, Development Director
YSU 2020

Carly Koewacich, Administrative Assistant
YSU 2022



Dear Supporters of the Newman Center,

As I look back at the past year, I am filled with gratitude 

for the generosity that you have shown.  This ministry 

has come to life in ways that no one, including myself, 

could have anticipated last August. When Bishop Bonnar 

appointed me as chaplain, there were only six students 

involved.  Now one year later we have over forty active 

students. That is a multiple of seven in just twelve 
months! We have offered Bible studies, Mass, dinners, 

retreats and more to these students to engage them 

and build up their faith.  

Because of donors like you, we’ve made extensive 

renovations to our twenty-eight-year-old building inside 

and out. These include a brand new kitchen, fresh paint, 

updated lighting, and a metal cross over the front door. 

Together, these improvements make the Newman 
Center a much more welcoming place for YSU students.  

We have also launched a new name and logo for our 

ministry—Catholic Penguins. In our conversations with 

students, we found that they connect with this new 

name. Along with it, St. John Henry Newman Center
is an updated name for our building that reflects his 

canonization in 2019. Soon you’ll be able to see students 

wearing Catholic Penguins gear all over campus!  

For decisions like the name change, I rely on ideas and 

approval from many people but especially our Executive 

Council, which represents Bishop Bonnar’s authority for 

our ministry. It is made up of Msgr. John Zuraw, Carmen 

Roebke, Fr. Vincent DeLucia, Scott Schulick, and me.

Another exciting development is that your confidence in 

our work supported the hiring of three new full time staff 

members. Thank you for believing in us, and please keep 

us in your prayers as we start this new school year. The 

best is yet to come!

In Christ,

Fr. Norbert Keliher, O.P.

Jacob Sebest, Development Director
YSU 2020



Catholic Penguins is a community 

of faith whose mission is to build up 

the kingdom of God by engaging 

students in the practice of their faith.

Housed at the St. John Henry 

Newman Center, Catholic Penguins 

is the official Catholic ministry of 

the Diocese of Youngstown at YSU. 

Through worship, evangelization, 

education, and service we form 

students to be mature disciples of 

Christ who are prepared for the life 

to which God calls them.

The Dominicans of the Province 

of St. Joseph administer Catholic 

Penguins. Informed by the 

Dominican emphasis on the unity of 

faith and reason, we draw from the 

riches of tradition to equip students 

to be life-long Catholics in the 

complexity of modern society.

Mission
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22Donor Impact

• Best Growth Year Award (Petrus Development)

• 1 full-time employee to 4

• Fundraising Income Growth:

2020-2021: $600 

2021-2022: $246,835.85

• Student growth from 6 to 42

Building Renovations
• Remodeled kitchen and bathrooms

• New library furniture

• New network and security system

• Painting in common spaces

• Parking lot repairs

• Façade upgrades

• New TV for social events/presentations

Expense Report: $190,479.19 total

Programs: $11,221.49

Building
maintenance:
$30,604.28

Payroll: $79,910.39

Administration: $49,299.62

Development: $19,443.41

Revenue Report: $246,835.85 raised

Diocesan subsidy: $88,000
Raised from individuals: $123,383.85

Raised from organizations: $123,452

Received from 
organizations: $38,450

Received from
individuals: $107,353.85



Focus on worship, scripture, and prayer
At the St. John Henry Newman Center, there is a strong 

emphasis on the sacraments and development of a 

deep spiritual life. By gathering in this ministry, students 

are able to bring their hearts and souls closer to God. 

College is a critical time for young adults to learn what 

it is to grow in their faith. Our programs are focused on 

helping students discover their own relationship with 

Christ so that they can fully live out their faith after 

graduation. Opportunities for adoration, confession, Mass, 

and retreats give students a variety of ways to do this.

Encouraging education and service
Faith talks such as Aquinas 101 and Thomistic 

Institute lectures expand the intellectual horizon 

for students. They are eager to learn more about 

their faith, and the Center gives them a space for 

that. Discussions of philosophy and theology are 

frequently heard from our students, and that is 

the curiosity we hope to develop. Students also 

express what they learn through service events like 

volunteering at the St. Vincent de Paul dining hall.

Impacting lives together as Catholic Penguins



Sharing Faith: Community and Fellowship
Forming friendships with other Catholics helps students 

remain committed to their faith. We have been pleased 

to see the numbers grow over the past year with 

involvement in Bible studies, communal dinners, and 

other social events. Fr. Norbert has even taken the role 

of Chaplain for the football team and started a Bible 

study in their training facilities. With initiatives like these, 

we are reaching a broad range of students and seeing 

them encourage each other on campus.

How you can help: 
St. John Henry Newman Center at YSU is 
grateful for your generosity as its primary 
source of revenue. 

One of the most significant ways people support 

our center is through the monthly giving program, 

the St. John Henry Newman Society. It provides 

an opportunity for people to prayerfully give in an 

easy and rewarding way. If you have questions 
about the St. John Henry Newman Society, or 
if you would like to become a member, please 
contact Jacob Sebest at 330-423-0011 or 
jacob@catholicpenguins.org.

St. John Henry Newman
• Convert, scholar, and preacher

• 1801-1890



Thank YOU for your support.
St. John Henry Newman Center 

exists to provide campus ministry to 

the over 2,750 Catholic students at 

Youngstown State University. Without 

the financial resources of a typical 

parish, St. John Henry Newman Center 

relies on hundreds of benefactors: 

parents, students, former students, 

friends, charitable foundations, and 

YOU! Your gifts provide funding for all 

programs, supplies, and personnel. 

Your financial support truly brings 

students closer to Christ, and we are 

grateful for you.

254 Madison Avenue
Youngstown, Ohio 44504

Donate
online

catholicpenguins.org




